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THE STORY OF THE ROANOKE RAPIDS DISTRICT

A Story of Energy, Industry and Achievement. How Exhaustless Power and Far Secing Capital Have Built in a Decade Three Industrial e

By o T, STANiacK

ne appronehes the weiting of
O the story of Ronpoke Kapis
and its immediately  adjomning
communities with a feeling of
hopeless  inadequiey e dder-
standable anly to tpose who have
seen the woods and fuem lamds
ol sisteen vears apo ransformed
by the magie wlehemy of capital
and industey into the mills and
strects I]I!Il \'\'hfllll\ and t'h!.?'l'he =
of  the largest manufaeturing
Commiinity of easteen Nortd
Carolina,

To' those unwepinted  with
the mapvelons ehanges wroneht
by the harnessing of the Roaneke
and the placie of s resistless
enerey hehind the mariad whie]

of mianufaeture, Che barest state

mett of facts is apt to sound like Hyperbale - and exageoration s

wiorse thin nseless.

It is atterptod hepe Loshow more: by pretures than deseription

the dilTerent phases of the remark

he erowth which has beon gainimnge speed for the past five venrs anil .
which bids fair to bredk al! records: for town development fir many
vears to come. Views are shown of all of the big manufactirig

plants and of many of the stor

stramrer who contenmpiates coming here to liveand work, may rest
assteed that we have more to offer than ean be placed on paper. Tle

wilt find a healthy and eongenial
people,  He will find av-aperation

uree for community bettermment and he will find eapitel and lubioe

mutuglly contented sl prosperou

Roatioke Rigids 150 town without @ past -- unless the strenuons

lubor and achievemet of lhe‘. 4S
1t 15 a0 town devaid of tradig

than intrinsic values
there 15 no leasured class, &

The first strioke
man's axe wihieh wia o elear the
foress for the futureton vihied
throngh the pines in the vear
1895, This was the bewinning
of the development of power
from the rapds of the Reanohe
river. The fiest doveiopment (f
power consisted merely of a ose

ries of enl CUINEETIE Sey-

il developing
power. o

day 12,00 spowor s devel
oped, nM{ toenaall per
contage of the enortnts energy
dormant in the rppuds of the
muddy Roancke,  Senator aw-
es, of Massachusetts, in a speech
at lHoosae Valley, Mass, some
vears ago. sSpeaks of the water

Some Roanoke Rapids Residences tae village at the Patterson Mills.  The gaps oetween these three settlements have closed up to such Some Roanoke Rapids Residencus

woand business houses,

o Ot

Centers with a Combined Population of Over Five Thonsand Romance in Concrete Facts
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A MANUFACTURING CENTER DESTINED TO GROW GREAT

At estent during the past two
vedrs that the division is now

e aebiteary than actual. The A
postuffices of Rosermary and Roa-
nokes Rapiks are 1.1 miles apart, il
the Fatterson Mills village laving f
between. but <hghtly to the east |
ol Rosinoke Avenie, whieh is the !
camtianity s math artery of travel
Fhe poplation of the commun- ’ f'
iy is about 5600, that of Roan-
noke Rapids proper being 26500, l ‘I
Losemary 1801, Patterson Mills *
Village To001,
MANUFACTUING {
ENTERPRISES '
|
he mimnntaeturing establish }
pients ol the gimmunity consist ‘

U lve cotton mills and two pap-
er nills. The Halitax Paper Cor-
porition are among the largest

"

= = —_— == = ~ i ietirers O loealtwreappinge paper o the Tnited States, and the j
_ E‘ Rosemary Manufaetmmy Company, who operate three mills, are t
2 B+ the largest manufacturers of mereerizl eotton damask in the world, \
£s Ul [ The Patterson Mills Company manufueture faney dress ginghams,
dithle growth of this commuiity - andl the Ronuoke Mills Compeny manufacture tannels, r:ﬁlil:‘gs and
|| towels o2 enormous seiie. The Reanoke Filire Board Company f.
’El manfacture yond pulpand eontamer bos boards, 3
~ The consumption wf cotton 10 Roanoke Rapids Township: last P

ut the

vear was ool Henres twenty

production of Halifax Conpty s thirty thousand bales,  The invest-

thousmd bales,  The total eotton i

ment in manufacturing enterprises in this community is in excess of ¥

AR

dimate. & frendlyv s Merrede . , - : -
(”_HI]_”]': llm' Hlll‘t ”!‘i ' |I .I.l _l fivee mitlionsof dollars. The total vearly pavroll of these industries ¥ |
CORCHREEICATREEREATY QR s is more than eight hundeed thousand dollaes I}
y: BUSINESS HOUSES '
There are forty three brick store Bubldings in the eammunity d 1
s may beealled oopast, and probably twenty frame store buildipes=,  There are five large 0 I_; i
fitfercnt to socinl distinetion. 1 department stores, two drag atoees, ayd two banks, The merchants . &
. and busiiess ten are enervetie, progressive. and efficient. The f
stores are mmodern i methods and equipment,  complete Bro= of 4 ! i
pvery Kind of merchandise ave stoewienl  d0l Lo OIS SRRV I H
Part of Business Block - Roancke Avenue enough to insure the most reasonabile prices
i m e an i T EDUCATION ;
"rogressive dlong  all lines,

h upapress 1= especially marked in
! 1 etuenttonal facthties.  The total
nvestment i the Roanoke Rap- g

[ s reded Sehool  District is o

mort that 0000000, This
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Rosemary Primary Graded Schools - Roanoke Rapids Graded School District ( ured on Page Thre
power of Roancke Rapids ag “superior in cvery respect to that which to-day furnishes employment _ o=

i 25,000 pisopde at olyoke, 10,000 at Lawrenee, atd 60,000 gt Lowell.™

CLIMATE

Thi elimate of ke [mids de conerally mild amd delivhtial, the winters, v hile reasonably

severe for the lntitade, permit the sallest measiree ol sut-of-door recreation and the summers arevery

temperate,  The nwean emperatee of Roanoke Rapids, five vear average, varies only from 864

Jannary, the eoldest month, to 75,8 in Julv, the warmest month,  The rain-fall ig both regular and ;
. ample, the averaee rain-fall in inches for five years being 1168 in winter, 82100 spring, 1205 1n )
simmer, Ta6n tall,  The landseape is sollige and the soil very fertile, and of a character peeuliaely o
adapted o the traek Farminge made possible by the auld and uniform elimatie conditions, ;

LOCATION

The community is loeated on the Seaboard Air Line Railway and 15 almost equidistant (abont
S0 miles) from Richmond, Norfolk and Raleigh, Tt ig sitpated in the extreme northeastern eorner of
Hadifax county facing the upper end of Northampton county deross the Roanoke River.  The com-
munity draws teade from both Halifas and Northampton counties, being connected with Northamp-
ton by a4 sories of steel bridees and imvroved rouds.  The roads leading into the community from
Halifax county are excellent,  Practically all of them are gravel-surfaced, graded and druined and
in splendia condition every day in the yvear. The roads in Roanoke Rapids Township receiving the
especial attention of Mr. Jno, Lo Patterson, good roads enthusiast and Chairman of the County tGood
Roads Commission, are models of seientifie road congtruetion,

AREA AND POPULATION

The community i spresd over over an ared about three quarters of a mile wide and nearly two
m les Jong,  Although beconing more closely conpected every day, the community s divided into
three groups, congisting ol the town and postoflice of Roanoke Rapidg, the postoflice of Rogemary and
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